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Level 4 Certification Regulations 
 
Developed by TRIZ Masters Dr. Simon Litvin and Dr. Oleg Abramov, Chairmen of MATRIZ Official TMCC,  
Victor Fey, Chairman of MATRIZ Official CC4, and Dr. Jerzy Chrząszcz, Academic Secretary of TMCC. 
Approved: August 10, 2026, by the President of MATRIZ Official.  

1. General provisions 
1.1. International TRIZ Official Association (MATRIZ Official) adopts Level 4 Certification 

Regulations maintained by the TRIZ Master Certification Council (TMCC). The TRIZ 
Level 4 Specialist Certificate confirms that the holder is a high-level TRIZ specialist 
who possesses profound knowledge of TRIZ and advanced skills in using TRIZ tools 
in compliance with MATRIZ Official requirements. 

1.2. The main goals of introducing the TRIZ Level 4 Specialist Certification are:  

• official recognition of high qualification of certified TRIZ specialists and confirmation 
that, as of the date of certification, TRIZ Level 4 Specialists have acquired profound 
theoretical knowledge of TRIZ and possess the required skills for practical use of TRIZ 
tools in compliance with MATRIZ Official requirements, 

• intensification of research activities in TRIZ and public recognition of the personal 
contribution of researchers to the development and practical application of TRIZ, 

• intensification of the practical application of TRIZ and public recognition of the 
personal contributions of TRIZ practitioners and TRIZ trainers. 

1.3. The Certification Committee 4 (CC4), consisting of 3–5 members, is formed upon 
accepting Level 4 submissions from the list of TRIZ Masters and Level 4 Specialists. 
Neither the President nor the Executive Director of MATRIZ Official may be a CC4 
member. The Chairman of the CC4 is appointed by the Chairman of МАTRIZ Official TMCC.  

1.4. The TRIZ Level 4 certificate is awarded for demonstrated capability to apply various TRIZ 
tools within one of the following three directions:  

• TRIZ-related research and development for TRIZ developers (researchers), 

• solving tough practical problems for TRIZ practitioners, or 

• effective TRIZ education for TRIZ trainers (teachers). 

1.5. The TRIZ Level 4 certificate is awarded upon review of a thesis recommended for TMCC 
consideration by the candidate's methodological advisor. 

1.6. TRIZ Level 4 Specialists certified by MATRIZ Official have the following equal rights, 
regardless of the ground and the date the diploma was issued:  

• To be elected as members of the MATRIZ Official Board, Committee on TRIZ Level 4 
Specialists Certification, and other MATRIZ Official governing bodies, which require 
appropriate qualifications.  

• To individually conduct certification of TRIZ specialists (of up to Level 2) after 
obtaining accreditation from the MATRIZ Official Certification Committee. 
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1.7. The present Regulations and any amendments to them must be accepted by the Board of 
МАTRIZ Official and approved by the President of МАTRIZ Official. Amendments made to 
these Regulations shall not have retroactive effect and, therefore, cannot be applied to the 
decisions made before the date of these amendments.  

2. Requirements for Level 4 candidates 
2.1. TRIZ qualification of a candidate for the Level 4 Specialist degree must correspond to 

Level 3 of the MATRIZ Official certification system. This can be confirmed by an L3 
certificate issued by MATRIZ Official or MATRIZ at least one year before the L4 
application date.  

If a candidate is certified to Level 3 by another TRIZ organization, they must submit their 
Level 3 work based on which they were certified, and the MATRIZ Official's Level 4 
Certification Committee shall decide whether to accept this Level 3 certificate. 

2.2. The candidate for L4 Certification must have:  

• TRIZ developers – not fewer than 3 published works on TRIZ in publications of 
recognized quality as determined by TMCC evaluation. 

• TRIZ practitioners – experience of practical inventive activity, which can be confirmed 
by not less than 3 granted patents for inventions or published patent applications for 
inventions, implementation of obtained solutions, published case studies in 
publications of recognized quality as determined by TMCC evaluation. 

• TRIZ trainers – experience of conducting training on TRIZ, supported by a list of 
conducted seminars, programs of such seminars with convincing proof of their 
effectiveness, plus case studies and tests for attendees in publications of recognized 
quality as determined by TMCC evaluation. 

The publications must be independently reviewed and presented with full bibliographic 
references, including DOI links (if available). The TMCC evaluation criteria use the scoring 
system presented in Table 1 and require the candidate to earn at least 20 points. 

2.3. The theses and other documents submitted by candidates will be made publicly available 
after the Level 4 Specialist title is awarded. Therefore, the candidates must not include 
confidential information in the submitted materials. TMCC will not be responsible for any 
harm or claims arising from or in connection with a violation of the above rule.  

By submitting materials for Level 4 certification, the candidate acknowledges the 
publication and conditions described in these Regulations. 
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Table 1. The scoring system for publications and practical achievements. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Category 1 

Number of points scored 
by TRIZ developers and 

TRIZ trainers 

Number of points scored 
by TRIZ practitioners 
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Granted patent for an invention 2  5 3 2 10 5 3 

Published patent application for an invention 2 3 2 1 5 3 2 

Solution generated using TRIZ implemented in 

a product or technology 3 
15 8 5 30 15 10 

Book or a chapter in the book indexed in 
Scopus or WoS 

60 30 20 20 10 7 

Book or a chapter in the book indexed in 
Google Scholar or a similar indexing system 

40 20 15 20 10 7 

Book or a chapter in the book that is not indexed 20 10 7 10 5 3 

Paper indexed in Scopus or WoS  30 15 10 30 15 10 

Paper indexed in Google Scholar or a similar 
indexing system 

20 10 7 20 10 7 

Non-indexed paper reported at an international 
TRIZ conference, such as TRIZfest or ITC  

20 10 7 20 10 7 

Paper published in some other non-indexed source 4  10 5 3 10 5 3 

1. The publication indicated for scoring must be independently reviewed and original,  
i.e., the same work published in different sources contributes to scoring only once.  
– For TRIZ developers, only research papers are considered for calculating points. 
– For TRIZ practitioners, only papers with practical case studies are considered. 
– For TRIZ trainers, only papers related to TRIZ training are considered.  

2. Patent applications for utility models and granted patents for utility models do not count. 
Each invention is counted only once, i.e., only one patent from each patent family is used to 
calculate points, and a patent being granted and implemented only counts as implemented.  

3. A solution does not have to be patented, yet it must be backed up by credible evidence. 
4. Unrewieved self-publications and preprints, articles in predatory journals and books published 

by predatory publishers do not count (see, for example, https://beallslist.net/#update).  
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3. Requirements for Level 4 thesis 
3.1. The candidate must work under the supervision of a methodological advisor who is at 

least a Level 4 TRIZ Specialist certified by MATRIZ Official or MATRIZ. If a scientific 
advisor is certified by another TRIZ organization, the MATRIZ Official TMCC will decide on 
a case-by-case basis whether to approve that person as a methodological advisor. 

3.2. To pass the Level 4 certification, a candidate should independently prepare a thesis on 
TRIZ, obtain approval from a methodological advisor, submit the thesis with required 
documents to TMCC for review and obtain a positive decision from the reviewers. 

3.3. The thesis should be written solely by the applicant. It should be characterized by 
intrinsic unity and should be a manifestation of the proficiency of the author. If the 
candidate used Generative AI to obtain the reported results or develop the thesis itself, 
it must be clearly indicated which parts were developed using Generative AI tools.  

3.4. The thesis should demonstrate that the candidate is fluent in the application of the 
following major TRIZ tools (several cases may be presented to cover all list items):  

• Function Analysis, 

• Cause-Effect Chains Analysis, 

• Contradictions formulation and Principles of their resolving, 

• ARIZ (parts 1-5), 

• Function-Oriented Search, 

• Trends of Engineered Systems Evolution. 

3.5. The innovations presented in the thesis must address realistic, clearly formulated 
problems and use solution approaches that are novel within the relevant application 
domain. “Realistic” includes both actual real-world problems and fictionalized versions 
of real problems, including cases modified to protect confidential information. 
The problems must be formulated as contradictions or in another form recognized 
in TRIZ, such as functional or Su-Field models. 

3.6. The thesis must be accompanied by an abstract briefly outlining its content. The thesis 
and the abstract shall be submitted in English as searchable text PDF documents with 
commenting enabled. Any supplementary materials submitted by the candidate must also 
be in English. The volume of the thesis should be within 20–50 pages. 

The recommended declaration of authorship is given below: 

Being aware of my responsibility for providing false information, I hereby declare that: 
• this work was entirely developed by me [or] this work contains the following fragments 

produced with the use of Generative AI tools: ... [remove or refill as required], 
• this work does not infringe copyright regulations or personal rights protected by civil law,  
• this work does not contain confidential information or information that I obtained 

in an unauthorized manner,  
• the origin of all information obtained from written and electronic sources is indicated 

in the list of references. 

The recommended structure and content of the advisor's review are given below: 

• Objectives of the work, 
• Methodological correctness of the work, 
• Compliance with Level 4 Regulations, 

https://www.matriz-official.net/


Level 4 Certification Regulations Version: 7.00 Approved: 2026-08-10 

 

 
The International TRIZ Official Association, asbl 
Rue Copernic 48, 1180 Brussels, Belgium 
VAT number: BE 0790 583 355 

www.matriz-official.net 
office@ matriz-official.net 

Page 5 of 6 

 

• Practical value of the results, 
• Structure and clarity of the thesis, 
• Disadvantages of the work (if any), 
• Recommendation for awarding the Level 4 Specialist title to the candidate – mandatory. 

4. Level 4 certification procedure 
4.1. The candidate should submit an application in English to the Chairman and the Academic 

Secretary of the TMCC, using the submission link provided on the MATRIZ Official 
website.  

4.2. The application should contain:  

• Letter to the Chairman of the TMCC indicating the type of submission (developer, 
practitioner or trainer) and requesting consideration of the application, 

• Curriculum Vitae of the applicant with the full name, e-mail, and a recent photo 

• The copy or at least the number of the Level 3 TRIZ certificate with the indication of 
when and by whom it was granted, 

• Proof that the candidate has enough research or practical publications as mentioned 
in paragraph 2.2 of this document, 

• Title and short abstract of the thesis (no less than 1000 symbols), 

• The thesis itself. 

• The advisor's review with recommendations for awarding TRIZ Level 4 Specialist title. 

4.3. The timeline and steps of the review process are as follows:  

• The candidate submits the certification materials verified using the "Critical Errors 
in Submitted Reports" document and approved by the methodological advisor. 

• When submitting the required documents, the candidate should pay the respective 
certification fee. Further procedure steps are initiated only upon receipt of payment. 
If the candidate re-applies within 6 months after an unsuccessful attempt, the nominal 
fee amount will be discounted by 50%. 

• Initial review (within 2 weeks of submission or payment, whichever is later). 
Reviewers evaluate the materials for compliance with key standards, focusing on 
whether the advisor has effectively identified the most common critical errors. 

• CC4 feedback to the candidate. Candidate receives detailed, actionable feedback that 
highlights any unresolved issues (if applicable).  

• Candidate responds to feedback (within 2 weeks of receiving feedback). Candidate 
submits revisions and/or explanations addressing all identified issues. 

• Second review (within 2 weeks of receiving revisions). Reviewers evaluate the revised 
submission to confirm whether the concerns have been fully addressed. 

• Thesis defense (optional). If the outcomes of the thesis review are deemed insufficient 
or ambiguous, the candidate is invited to orally clarify any doubts to the examination 
committee appointed by the CC4 Chairman (in an online meeting, as a rule). 

• Final voting. Each CC4 member casts a yes/no vote on granting L4 certification. 

▪ If the number of 'yes' votes exceeds 'no' votes, the L4 certification is granted. 

▪ In the event of a tie, the CC4 Chairman casts an additional vote. 
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4.4. The Chairman of the МАTRIZ Official TMCC formally recognizes the decision of CC4 and 
hands it over to the President of МАTRIZ Official for approval. After approval by the 
President, the Secretariat of the President prepares and sends to the new TRIZ Level 4 
Specialist a certificate, which is signed by МАTRIZ Official President and the Chairman of 
the TMCC. МАTRIZ Official seal certifies the signatures. 

4.5. A TRIZ specialist certified for the 4th Level receives a certificate on a special form of 
MATRIZ Official. The basis for TRIZ Level 4 - the research in TRIZ methodology, 
achievements in the practical application of TRIZ, or achievements in TRIZ training – 
is indicated in the certificate in addition to the name of a new TRIZ Level 4 specialist. 

4.6. Information on a new TRIZ Level 4 Specialist should be published on the website of 
МАTRIZ Official within a week after the thesis approval. The recorded CC4 session may be 
available for registered members of MATRIZ Official for free. For non-members, this 
record may be available for a fee. 

4.7. All disputable issues on decisions of the CC4 should be addressed by the МАTRIZ Official 
TMCC and be approved by the President of МАTRIZ Official. 
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