Changes to TMCC Level 4 Certification Regulations

The current version of the TMCC Level 4 Certification Regulations represents a substantial
revision of the previous version, with the primary objective of strengthening governance,
standardizing evaluation criteria, improving transparency, and formalizing the certification
process.

The most significant change is the introduction of a quantitative publication scoring system.
Candidates are now required to achieve a minimum publication score based on patents, books,
journal papers, conference papers, and other recognized publications. The revised regulations
also define how co-authorship is treated and exclude publications in predatory journals and
publishers. This change provides a more objective basis for assessing candidate qualifications.

The role of the advisor has been clarified and strengthened. The term “scientific advisor” has
been replaced by “methodological advisor”, and Level 4 certification is now explicitly linked to
advisor review and recommendation. The revised regulations also introduce a recommended
structure for advisor evaluations to improve consistency across submissions.

The scoring system has been unified across Levels 4 and 5, and a scoring calculator is provided
to support self-assessment and the preparation of the candidate’s achievement list. Publication
evaluation criteria have also been refined, including clearer treatment of patents and patent
applications, unreviewed preprints and self-publications, co-authorship, and publication quality
standards.

Requirements for thesis preparation have become more rigorous. In particular, the innovations
presented in the thesis are explicitly required to match specific criteria. Candidates must submit
searchable PDF documents in English, provide a declaration of authorship, disclose any use of
Generative Al, and confirm compliance with copyright and confidentiality requirements.

In addition, the regulations now state that submitted theses and supporting documents may
become publicly available after certification, placing greater responsibility on candidates to
avoid including confidential information.

The certification procedure has also been streamlined and formalized. Applications are
submitted through the official website, additional supporting documentation is required, and
certification processing is contingent on payment of the applicable fee. A discounted fee
structure has been introduced for reapplications. At the same time, some provisions from the
previous version were removed, including the automatic six-month postponement policy for
repeated errors and the explicit right to reapply after an unsuccessful attempt.

Overall, the 2026 regulations establish a more structured, transparent, and measurable
certification framework. The revisions increase consistency in candidate evaluation, strengthen
quality control, and align the Level 4 certification process with more formal academic and
professional review standards.



